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Illustrating Resilience, Adaptation, and Peace along the Los Angeles Aqueduct 

Pomona, CA – A new exhibit reveals the hidden impacts of the Los Angeles Aqueduct 
and proposes a radical remaking of the City’s distant watershed to achieve lasting peace 
between the City and Owens Valley. 
 
Aiming to inspire civic imagination about opportunities to revitalize the Aqueduct, the 
Aqueduct Futures Exhibit is on display at the Bridge Gallery, Los Angeles City Hall 
November 6th through December 6th, 2013.  Casting a fresh look on the emergence of 
urban Los Angeles catalyzed by the massive transfusion of water via the Aqueduct, the 
exhibit provides a unique view into the connections between water, energy, ecology, 
economics, and culture in California. 
 
Part of the Aqueduct Futures Project at California State Polytechic University - Pomona, 
created by Assistant Professor of Landscape Architecture Barry Lehrman with Jonathan 
Linkus (co-designer), an independent Aqueduct scholar, the exhibit builds on the 
fieldwork, research, and projects of the130-students who participated in Aqueduct 
Futures sponsored course in 2012/2013. 
  
"What we learn today of our great past is what we see for the future!" said Los Angeles 
City Councilmember Tom LaBonge of Council District 4 who sponsored the exhibit. 
 
The mission of the Aqueduct Futures Project is catalyze the transformation of William 
Mulholland’s Los Angeles Aqueduct system into a 21st century multifunctional water 
supply as a means to ensure a more resilient future for the entire region.  Lehrman 
hopes that the project will lay the foundation for peace between Los Angeles and Owens 
Valley by offering positive alternatives that from outside conventional thinking. 
 
"Many people in Southern California take water for granted," said Michael Woo, Dean of 
Cal Poly Pomona's College of Environmental Design.  "Professor Lehrman's project 
commemorating the 100th anniversary of the Los Angeles Aqueduct reflects our 
University's commitment to educating future environmental design professionals and the 



 

general public about the fact that life as we know it in Southern California would be 
impossible without access to water." 
 
In the year leading up to the Aqueduct’s Centennial (November 5th, 2013), Cal Poly 
students led community workshops in Bishop, Lone Pine, and June Lake that explored 
land-use issues and opportunities in the Aqueduct’s watershed.  Master of Landscape 
Architecture (MLA) students developed a sophisticated land-use planning tool for Inyo 
and Mono Counties as their 606 Capstone Studio Project.  A second group of MLA 
students are embarking on creating a vision plan for the Aqueduct’s right-of-way south of 
the Owens Valley down to Sylmar this spring.  Graphic arts and computer science 
students helped shape the exhibit and project’s website in collaboration with landscape 
students. 
 
There will be a public reception on Tuesday, December 3rd, 2013 from 9am to 11am in 
the City Hall Rotunda (200 N Spring St, Los Angeles), followed by a community 
workshop in the afternoon.   
 
More information about the project, exhibit, and events is available from: 
www.aqueductfutures.com 

 
Biographic information: 
 
Assistant Professor Barry Lehrman joined the Landscape Architecture faculty at Cal Poly 
Pomona in 2011, after teaching at the University of Minnesota and practicing as a 
landscape architect in Los Angeles, New York City, Philadelphia, and Minneapolis. 
Lehrman’s scholarship has focused on the Aqueduct since his 2005 University of 
Pennsylvania Master of Landscape Architecture thesis designing an alternate dust 
control landscape for Owens Lake Playa. He wrote about the connection between 
Owens Valley and Los Angeles in: ‘Infrastructure of the Void’ in Infrastructural City: 
Networked Ecologies in Los Angeles (ACTAR, 2008).  The Aqueduct Futures project is 
the subject of his article ‘Aqueduct as Muse’ and ‘Contested Water, Unholy Alliances, 
and Globalized Colonies’ which appear in the Aqueduct centennial issue of Arid Journal, 
Fall 2013 Volume 2, Issue 2 (http://aridjournal.com/aqueduct-as-muse-lehrman-delgado-
alm/ and http://aridjournal.com/contested-water-unholy-alliances-milburn/).   
 
Media resources: 
  
A press packet is available at www.aqueductfutures.com. Media tours of the exhibit are 
available from Prof. Lehrman on the afternoon of Monday, November 5th and later that 
week at City Hall by contacting him at: blehrman@csupomona.edu  
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